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Synopsis

Chronic conditions such as arthritis, heart disease, and Parkinson disease are the principal cause of
all sickness and death in the United States and represent the vast majority of health care
expenditures. Although we now live in a world dominated by chronic conditions, health care is still
organized around a commitment to treating acute illnesses. Meeting the Challenge of Chronic
llness examines current deficiencies in chronic iliness care and explores ways to improve it.
Addressing the challenges of shifting from the primacy of acute illnesses to the predominance of
chronic conditions, the authors identify the components necessary to reorganize and reform health
care: properly prepared health care workers; involved patients and families; appropriate use of new
technologies, especially information systems; an appropriate role for prevention; and the creation of
funding approaches that will provide necessary incentives. This book calls on policy makers, health
care providers, and educators to address one of the greatest challenges facing the health care

system.
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Customer Reviews

"Provides interested readers with a succinct vehicle for becoming conversant on this important
topic." (Jennifer L. Wolff JAMA)"This book provides a much needed assessment of the greatest
challenges in health care today." (Germaine Cornelissen Key Reporter)"This book is useful for
policy makers, health care providers, and educators to address one of the greatest challenges

facing the health care system today." (Caregiver)"Most appealing to thoughtful academics." (Amasa



B. Ford Gerontologist)"An extremely important book for our times. Meticulously researched and
based on the authors’ years of experience in dealing with these issues, this book pushes us to
rethink the way health care works for our nation’s most vulnerable citizens." (Lois Quam, Chief
Executive Officer, Ovations, a UnitedHealth Group Company)"This book effectively deals with the
misfit between our health care system and an aging America." (Robert N. Butler, M.D., author of the

Pulitzer PrizeA¢a -4 cewinning book Why Survive? Being Old in America)

Robert L. Kane, M.D., is a professor and the Minnesota Chair in Long-Term Care and Aging at the
University of Minnesota School of Public Health. Reinhard Priester, J.D., is a coordinator in the
Division of Health Services Research and Policy of the University of Minnesota School of Public
Health. Annette M. Totten, Ph.D. is director of the Center for the Study of Aging at Boise State

University.

good book

Fantastic book!

The authors gathered their experience in treating people with chronic iliness and shared their
perspectives on the appropriate way in treating those patients. Population aging is a great trend in
most of the developed and developing countries over the world, and people with chronic illnesses
will be increasing rapidly. The issue is not new to all health care professionals, but the current health
care systems and health professionals are not working in the right way in dealing with this
vulnerable group of people. This book provides clear definition of chronic illness, and workable,
comprehensive solutions to the issue in different levels, like system, staff training, team building and
primary care.
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